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WHAWHATT DO DO YOU YOU THINK?THINK?
- A Survey of the Residents of the 11th District -

The second half of the 145th General Assembly is well underway
and I am interested in hearing your thoughts and opinions on some of the
very important issues lawmakers are facing this year.  

One of the major issues that the General Assembly must face over
the next few months is how to address an approximately $250 million
budget shortfall.  Other important issues, including a proposal to ban the
use of hand-held cell phones while driving, an initiative to expand gaming
to other venues in Delaware and a bill that would require people to pay a
four-cent fee to support recycling efforts in the state, could come before
the Legislature before the session ends in late June.  I am interested in
hearing what you think about these and other topics.  Please take a few
minutes to fill out this survey, refold it, add a stamp and send it back to me

REP. GREG LAVELLE’S SPRING 2010 SUR VEY
Dear Neighbor ,

1. Do you support the expansion of gambling to venues other
than Delaware’s existing three Racinos? 

2. Would you support legislation that would allow any law-
abiding Delawarean the ability to obtain a permit to carry a gun?
Under the proposal, a person would still be required to complete
the mandated course of instruction, fill out certain documentation,
pay a fee and undergo a stringent criminal background check.

3.  Would you be in favor of consolidating Delaware’s 19 school
districts into fewer districts as a way to reduce public education
expenses?

4. The state often settles lawsuits that have been filed against it,
but these details are unknown because the records are sealed 
for reasons of confidentiality.  Would you support legislation
requiring that the general details of such settlements - including
the settlement amounts - be made available to the public? 

at 500 Whitby Drive, Wilmington, DE, 19803.  (One or two family members may respond.)  I also hope
that you will join me for one of my monthly coffee meetings.  W e meet at Manhatt an Bagel at 3209
Concord Pike on the first and third T uesday of each month between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.
Thank you for your support and I very much appreciate the opportunity to serve your interests in Dover.

Sincerely,

Greg 
State Representative Greg Lavelle

Please v is i t  my leg is la t ive websi te  a t :  www .GregLavel le .com



I need your contact information !
Why? So that I can send you legislative updates, as well as 

the results of this survey:
Name:

Home Address:

Email Address(es):

Respondent #1 Respondent #2
YES NO YES NO

Survey Quest ions(cont inued)

5. Do you believe that all documents financed with taxpayer
dollars (e.g. studies commissioned and/or financed by the state,
etc.) should be made available to the public?

6. Should adults of legal drinking age be able to have wine
shipped directly to their home from producers’ vineyards?

7. Do you believe drivers should be barred from using a hand-
held cell phone while operating a motor vehicle?

8.  Would you support changing Delaware’s beverage container
deposit law by paying a four-cent fee to support recycling efforts
statewide?  Under the current proposal, the fee would sunset
and be done away with after four years.  

9. There is a proposal that would require the curbside recycling
of all materials.  How much would you be willing to pay for
mandatory curbside recycling?  (Please choose only one.)

a.  $2.50 - $5.00 more per month

b.  $5.00 - $10.00 more per month

c.  Over $10.00 more per month

d.  Nothing more per month

State Rep. Greg Lavelle
500 Whitby Drive
Wilmington, DE 19803

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

To Return: Fold survey with this side out, tape shut, stamp and mail.



NEWSNEWS FROMFROM AROUND “THE HALL”AROUND “THE HALL”
IMITATION IS THE SINCEREST FORM OF FLATTERY

One of Rep. Lavelle’s initiatives to make state government spending more transparent to the 
public was recently implemented.  Last year, the Governor adopted the terms of legislation (House Bill 86)
sponsored by Rep. Lavelle that resulted in having the state’s checkbook online.

“While I am glad the Governor has adopted this spending transparency issue so the taxpayers of
Delaware can better track how their money is spent, House Bill 86 still needs to be passed by both cham-
bers so this practice becomes law and lasts beyond Governor Markell’s administration,” said Rep. Lavelle.  

In addition to House Bill 86, which requires each state agency, including school districts, to post its 
checking account activity (other than payroll checks) on its website, Rep. Lavelle is also pushing for 
passage of another spending transparency bill.  House Bill 90, which he is co-sponsoring, would require 
the creation of a searchable budget database website to allow taxpayers to access details of how their tax
dollars are being spent.

REP. LAVELLE CONTINUES WORKING T O MAKE STATE GOVERNMENT OPEN
AND ACCESSIBLE T O THE PUBLIC

As part of Rep. Lavelle’s efforts to make state government more open and accessible to the public, 
he has introduced a package of “good government” bills.  

Rep. Lavelle has introduced or will introduce the following bills aimed at making government more
open to the public:

*  House Bill 84 - This bill would require that the state’s capital and operating budgets be introduced 
a few days in advance of being enacted, giving the public and legislators a chance to see them before the
bills are voted on.  (Status: Pending in the House Administration Committee)

*  House Bill 13 - This Constitutional Amendment is needed to ensure that the Freedom of 
Information Act, which became law last year and only applies to the current State Legislature, would be 
binding and apply to Delaware General Assemblies beyond the 2009-2010 legislative sessions.  (Status:
Pending in the House Administration Committee)

*  Legislation will soon be introduced that would make any report financed with tax dollars available
to the public.  Information on the identities of patients or service recipients would be removed from any
reports made public by the bill.  The measure would not apply to security reports.  

For a copy of any of these bills, please contact Rep. Lavelle’s office at 577-8723.

LEGISLA TION PROPOSED BY REP. LAVELLE T O ELIMINATE AUTOMATIC PAY
RAISES FOR STATE LAWMAKERS IS PENDING IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBL Y

Legislation, sponsored by Rep. Lavelle, remains pending in the House that would eliminate the long-
standing practice of state lawmakers automatically getting pay raises.  

Under current law, the Delaware Compensation Commission reviews the salaries of state legislators
every four years, often recommending pay increases.  Unless the General Assembly votes to reject the 
recommended salary hikes, the raises automatically go into effect.

Rep. Lavelle is looking to change that practice with House Bill 55.  The legislation would make 
the Compensation Commission’s salary report non-binding and serve only as an advisory report.  Budget
writers, as they craft the state’s spending plan, could use the Commission’s recommendations as they 
consider salary adjustments for all state employees, including state legislators.  General Assembly members
would then be required to vote on all proposed salary increases, including their own, that may be included in
the state’s operating budget.

Rep. Lavelle has been trying to reform this practice since 2005 when the last commission- 
recommended pay raise went into effect.  He chose to donate that pay raise annually to local charities and,
since 2005, has donated more than $15,000 to a variety of nonprofit organizations in our community.



Please feel free
to contact me:

Home Phone # :  
302-478-6128   

Office Phone # :  
302-577-8723

Email :
Greg.Lavelle@st ate.de.us 

Address :    
500 Whitby Drive 
Wilmington, DE 19803

Website :
www.GregLavelle.com

Paid for by Greg Lavelle

P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  C a m pP u b l i c  S e r v i c e  C a m p a i g n  o n  Va i g n  o n  V i d e o  G a m e  R a t i n g si d e o  G a m e  R a t i n g s

Please join Rep. Lavelle for his monthly 
coffee sessions on the first and third Tuesday of
the month between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. at
Manhattan Bagel at 3209 Concord Pike.  You 
bring the topic and he’ll buy the coffee! 

Rep. Lavelle would also be happy to meet
and discuss issues at a time that may be more 
convenient for you. 

Join Greg for coffee and conversation each month!

GOT A POTHOLE
TO REPORT?

Rep. Lavelle want s
to know about it!

Visit Greg’s “Pothole Reporting” site at:

http://www .greglavelle.com/pothole.asp

Fill out the form with the location of the
pothole(s) and Greg's office will ask DelDOT to
send a crew to repair it. Feel free to report multiple
potholes at once.  If you prefer, please feel free to
call 302-577-5190 to report potholes.

“Given the difficult winter, it might take a few weeks for
the holes to be filled.  Please don't hesitate to get back to
me if they are not repaired in a reasonable amount of time.
Thank you for helping to make our roads safer."

~ Greg Lavelle

This past December marked the beginning of the 10th 
year Greg has been holding monthly coffee sessions with
constituents, who are invited to ask questions or share 
their concerns about a district or legislative matter.

Late last year, Rep. Lavelle (third from left) participated in a press
event announcing a public service campaign that was designed to 
encourage parents to check video game ratings before purchasing them.
The three-month campaign kicked off in November at the Best Buy in
Christiana and continued through the peak holiday shopping season.  The
public service announcement educated consumers about the Entertainment
Software Rating Board (ESRB) system and reminded parents that while
many video games are for kids, some are intended for older players. 

Also pictured (from left): Robb Bohannon, with the Entertainment
Software Association, State Representative Helene Keeley, State Senator
Bethany Hall-Long, State Senator Cathy Cloutier and William Locke,
General Manager of the Christiana Best Buy.


